POLITICAL    AND    SOCIAL    STATE    OF   SPAIN

That morning I was with the General Secretary of the
Presidency, Don Rafael Sanchez Guerra, in the President's
ante-chamber, when the Prime Minister, Senor Portela-
Valladares arrived, in a pitiable state of mind. At that
moment, when he should have given an impression of
being calm and busy, the Prime Minister was completely
demoralised. He told Senor Sanchez Guerra that he
urgently wished to be received by the President, to hand
in his resignation, and that this would be quite irrevocable.
Senor Sanchez Guerra, with his habitual frankness, told
the Prime Minister that his attitude could cause serious
trouble, and that it would seem no more than logical for
him to remain at the head of the Government until he had
fulfilled the elementary duty of presenting himself before
the new Parliament. Senor Portela-Valladares said
nothing. A few minutes later he had his meeting with the
President and the crisis had begun.

I have often wondered what reasons Senor Portela-
Valladares could have had for adopting such a cowardly
attitude, and more so since he was a man, according to
those who knew him, with nothing timid in his character.
I have come to the conclusion that he behaved in this way
because he had heard rumours of a coup d'etat by the Army
and he didn't want to be mixed up in that sort of thing. I
deduced this not just by conjecture but because of a con-
versation which I had that same day with General Batet,
officer in command of the President's Military Head-
quarters. The General, for whom I had a great regard,
called me to his office and after exchanging a few words of
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